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EBITOEIAl COMMENT 179 

THE NOBEL PEIZE 

The Swedish scientist, Alfred B. Nobel, inventor of dynamite, died 
December 10, 1896, and established by his will a fund of approximately 
nine million dollars, the interest of which should every year be distributed 
to those who had contributed most to " the good of humanity." The 
interest thus provided for was to be divided into five equal shares and 
distributed " one to the person who in the domain of physics has made 
the most important discovery or invention, one to the person who has 
made the most important chemical discovery or invention, one to the 
person who has made the most important discovery in the domain of 
medicine or physiology, one to the person who in literature has provided 
the most excellent work of an idealistic tendency, and one to the person who 
has worked most or best for the fraternization of nations, and the abolition 
or reduction of standing armies, and the calling in and propagating of 
peace congresses." 

The fund become available in the year 1901, and the individual prize, 
amounting to $40,000, is awarded annually on December 10, the anni- 
versary of Mr. Nobel's death, sometimes to a single individual, at other 
times divided between two laureates, and in one notable instance to an 
institution (the Institute of International Law, 1904).^ 

On December 10, 1908, the peace prize was divided between K. P. 
Arnoldson, of Sweden, and M. F. Bajer, of Denmark. The life work 
of Messrs. Arnoldson and Bajer brings them within the letter as well as 
the spirit of the prize, for they have devoted themselves with singleness 
of purpose to the establishment of peace societies, calculated not only to 
bring the nations into closer touch, but to eliminate the artificial barriers 
unfortunately separating them. 

Klaus Pontus Arnoldson was bom in 1844 and as politician and writer 
he has espoused the cause of peace. In 1883 he established the Swedish 
Peace and Arbitration Union, and in numerous writings he has ex- 
pounded the necessity, the advantages, and the possibility of international 
peace. Among these may be mentioned " The Peace Movement " 
(1883) ; " Is International Peace Possible? " (1890) ; " Law, not War " 
(1890) ; " Cain, the Hero of the Day " (1891) ; " Pax Mundi," in Eng- 
lish (1892) ; "The Hope of the Centuries" (1901). 

Prederik Bajer was born in 1837, and has had a distinguished and 
varied career. He is president of the International Peace Bureau at 

1 For recipients of prize, see editorial in this Journal, 2, 152. 
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Berne, member of the International Peace Union in Monaco, member 
of the Interparliamentary Council, president of the Danish Interparlia- 
mentary Group. He knows the advantages of peace, because from 1856 
to 1864 he served as an officer in the army and in the war of 1864 took 
part in the campaign at Schleswig, Veile, and Horsens. Leaving the 
army he entered public life, and from ISYS to 1895 was a member of the 
Danish Parliament. At the present moment he holds a distinguished 
and important position in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of his country. 
In 1882 he established the Danish Peace Society, and was likewise 
founder of the International Peace Bureau at Berne (1891). In Parlia- 
ment he not only espoused the peace idea in general, but insisted upon 
the negotiation of arbitration treaties. He has been an indefatigable 
worker f oi> the peace congresses due to private initiative, and has attended 
regularly the meetings of the Interparliamentary Union. As a writer 
he has contributed many articles in Danish, Swedish, French, and Ger- 
man to the cause of peace. 

The mere statement of the activity of these distinguished gentlemen 
not only demonstrates their fitness, but justifies the committee in divid- 
ing the prize between them. 

THE FIFTEENTH CONFERENCE OF THE INTERPARLIAMENTARY UNION 

There are current in the world two opposite opinions regarding the 
nature and purpose of the state. One of these is that the state is 
founded upon force, exists only by its might, and that its highest in- 
terest lies in the domination of the largest possible number of human 
beings and the widest possible extent of territory. The other is that the 
state is founded upon the inherent right of men to life, property, and 
the free exercise of their faculties, for whose protection alone the state 
exists, and that it is, therefore, an ethical organism for whose defense 
force may, if necessary, be employed, but whose essential aim is the 
further development rather than the subjection of mankind. 

According as men accept one or the other of these two conceptions of 
the state will be their judgment upon the wisdom or folly of that 
fraternity of the legislators of different countries known as the Inter- 
parliamentary Union. If it be true that might is right, that the state 
knows no law but its own interests, and that its own indefinite expansion 
and triumph in the struggle for supremacy are its chief motives, it is 
difficult to see that the deliberations of this and other international 



